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@ Jntroduction for feachers

These resources have been created to support student exploration of migration. Migration has
significantly shaped the places we live, the communities we are part of, and the lives we lead. The
impact of migration is far-reaching, with impacts on the food we eat, the clothes we wear, the
language we use, and the music we listen to.

Elstree and Borehamwood has an important history of migration. Over the past 100 years many
people from across Britain and the world have moved to the area, contributing to its diverse and
vibrant community and history.

In 1901 Borehamwood and Elstree were small villages with a combined population of 1,423. By
2011, the area had become one of the most populous civil parishes in England, with a combined
population of 37,065. After Watford, Hertsmere is the most diverse district in Hertfordshire. In
Elstree, the most diverse ward in the Borough, 20% of the population are not from a White British or
Irish background. (Source: ‘Diversity in Hertfordshire and Districts Report’.)

In 2015, Elstree and Borehamwood Museum led an oral history project to capture this important
history of migration. 46 stories of migration to Elstree and Borehamwood were recorded as part
of the project culminating in a major exhibition at the museum: ‘From Village to Town: A Century of
Migration’, (January-June 2017.)

The eight stories included in this pack highlight the different reasons people migrate, and represent
the different periods of migration to Elstree and Borehamwood, starting with the movement of
agricultural labourers and rural craftsmen at the end of the 19th century, the search for work during
the Depression in the 1930s, the exodus from bombed cities after World War Il to the many people
from within the UK and beyond who came in search of work, housing and a better life for themselves
and their families.
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@ Jn/erview sumrmaries

Clive Jreacher )

Clive Treacher was born in Elstree, on Elstree Hill South. He talks about his grandfather, Henry John
Carpenter who was born in Somerset in 1874 into a long established Somerset family of agricultural
workers and carpenters. He moved to London and married Catherine Schmidt, whose father had come
to England from Bavaria in Germany about 1870. Henry, a Dairy Foreman, moved to 5 Shenley Road,
Borehamwood in 1912. Clive’s mother, Dorothy was born there in August 1912.

[ lorrie Qouwley )

Florrie Cowley was born in Kentish Town on 6th September 1920. Her father came from Kingscler

in Hampshire. She and her husband moved to Borehamwood after World War 2 in 1949. He was an
accountant at Elstree Rural District Council. They lived in Eldon Avenue. For many years Florrie ran the
Brownies group in Borehamwood.

[)zemal Paratusic )

Dzemal Paratusic was born in Bosnia. He arrived in England in September 1992 and in Borehamwood in
December 1992. He was one of a group of people escaping from war in Bosnia, and re-settled in the
UK by the Red Cross as part of the British Government’s programme to support those with medical
needs. Dzemal had been in a concentration camp during the Bosnian War. He has lived in Borehamwood
for 24years.

Grace Sitvera )

Grace was born in Jamaica and had a British passport. As a single mother, she wanted a better
education for her three year old daughter. She got a visa to come to the UK and at first stayed with
a friend in South London. She then moved to Borehamwood because her best friend lived there and
could give her somewhere to stay with her daughter until she could find her own place. She lived in
Hartford Road. She remembers how cold she felt when she first arrived in England.
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Victor fni )

Victor Eni came from Germany with his wife in 1995. They decided to settle in Borehamwood because
his wife found a job at Witham Lodge in Borehamwood. He talks of Borehamwood being quite rural,
relaxing and welcoming. Victor became a Councillor in May 2015 and represents BrookMeadow Ward.

Lorraine ffeed )

Lorraine originally lived in Ilford, Essex but moved to Bushey and then Borehamwood in 1997/8 to
be with her new husband. She decided to live in Borehamwood because it was a quiet, safe area and
people were friendly.

Jack Gardiner )

Jack was bornin 1915 in Brandon Colliery, a small mining village in Durham. As a young man in the
1930s he couldn’t find work because of the economic depression in the north of the country. He talks
about the mayor of London’s scheme to bring people down south to find work. Jack found a job at
Keystone’s in Borehamwood.

fred ffidson )

Fred was born in Braunston, near Rugby in 1942 and then lived with his parents in Hoxton, London.
He and his family came to Borehamwood in 1952 to live in one of the new houses on the estates
which were being built by the London County Council to rehome people from London which had been
bombed during the war.
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@ 77anscr(;of ex/tracts

Clive Jreacher ((example of infernal migration )

CT: T awm Clive Treacher. My father, Ronald Treacher, who came from g lon3 established
Shenley tamily, married Dorothy Carpenter in \937. Her father was Henry John Carpenter
who was born in Wells, Somerset in \874 into a lon3 established Somerset family of
aariC.oRoral workers and carpenters.

T \88\ he was a scholar bot by \89\ he was a 3eneral servant in Wells, bot \90\ {inds him
l°d3‘"3 with @ Mrs Catherine Schmidt in Marylebone, London.

Mrs Schidt was orisinally from North Mimwms, Hattield, Bertfordshire, (her tather,
Rorace Nash, ran @ successtol carpentry bosiness emyloying several workers). Her
hosband, Charles Schmidt came +o England aroond \870/5 from Bavaria, Germany. Charles
was 4 live in Butler at 8 house jost oft Park Lane.

Henry married Catherine 's eldest daughter, also Catherine in \902 and his occuopation
was listed as Dairyman. They moved to St John s Wood from the Marylebone hovse of
Catherine’s mother jost before \a\|, his occopation then was then a Dairy Foreman,

They moved to 5, Shenley Road, Bore ham Woed in \9\2, and his ddogkter, Dorothy, my
mother, was born there in Aoqost of that year. His occopation is now Master Dairyman as
he was the owner of Station Farm Dairies at 5 Shenley Road. Two shops vp towards the
Chorch jost past Glen haven Avenve.

Be ran the shop there ontil his retirement (not sure when bot he was retired in \937).
As well as bein3 a dairy (milk sopplied by Lears Farm, Theobald Street) they ran a

cate to meet the needs of the fast qrowing local workforce. After that he moved +o
Oakwooed Avenve where he sold sweets and homemade ice cream from the hovse. He
also had a push cart which he 4rawled aroond Bore ham Wood s@llina to edqer local school
children and adokts as well' He died in 1955, T don 't know why he came to Bore ham
Wood bot i could have been the proximity to North Mymms where his wife's mother 's
{amily, the Nash's, still lived.
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[ lorrie Qowley { example of infernal migration )

FC: Oh T was born in Kentish Town the bth September 1920. Bot T wasn 't there very long
becavse Dad bought @ hovse at Whetstone village becduse he was vsed to the coontry
and we moved oot to the hovse, so T was a little 3irl, yes.

T moved to Borehamwood in 49, September '49. We moved o here - actoally T was in
the villaﬁe earlier, bot my son was born here at this hovse. Llaoﬁkter) - he's lived all his
lite in this house, yes.

Dad was born in Kin3sc|ere it's in Hampshire and his father was head of a racing -om - @
chap with racing horses that vsed o be exercised on tke Downs of Km3sc|ere and he

was the head qardener all over the estate and so that's why my father wanted to move
awdy from London. Yes, so, bot mother was born in London, bot T don 't really know where.

Oh yes, that was after the war. My hosband of course came home and first of all he was
an accoontant at Friern Barmet Cooncil and he 'd been there about a covple of years T
think and he saw this advert in the Newsletter they had at the Council, but they wanted
somebody for accoonts here and he said “T think Elstree 's qoinq o qrow ! Llaoakter‘) and
so he applied for the position and he qot the Job. So then Mr Lancashire, who was the
Clerk of the Cooncil - the Elstree Roral District Council - he was there and he said

“T like all the staff +o live in the negkbmrkood 50 would you be inclined o move? " Well
we d g0t 4 flat, we were alniSM bot we tKOofSM well, ngkt we would and so they pot vs
on the housing list and we had a pretab Llaoak&er)
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[zemal Paratusic ( infernational migrafion: war )

DP: We came on \Sth December 1992, and basically we came o England \Sth September 92,
and Borehamwood three months later. T came o Wattord General Hospital, the first
load of people from concentration camps, from the trovble back home.

T was born in Bosnia, but becavse people don't understand history... ‘/oﬁoslavia wds made
of six repoblics, T am from one of these repoblics - called Bosnia Herzeqovina.

So you came to this town? Why Borehamwood? Why this part of England?

DP: T didnt choose Enaland becavse when we were inthe camp, the Red Cross reﬁistered
0s, ds part of the Dritish qovernment arranging the evacoation. "[key arranﬁed @vacudtion,
with @ focos on sopport for medical needs. T was one ‘of them , and then T went... T
didn t know that T woold be coming to Enﬁland, ontil the plane arrived, and told me that we
woold be landin3 in Enaland.

What did you first think when you came here? What did you like - what did you make
of it?

DP: Tts very difficokt - T was in bad condition, T didn 't have many thooghts - T was only
surviving: My tkoogkts were that we woold come here, recover for about six months, then
qo home. We didn think. we were qoinq to stay. That was for everyone of us.

And now you’ve been here nearly twenty four? How have you found this town, this
part of Hertfordshire?

DP: Txs a lovely villaae. T en3dged with commonity later on, and basically T was very involved
with the local commonity. T find it okay, no problem at all.
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Grace Sitvera (infernational migrafion: beffer life )

GS: T was born and qrew op in Jamaicd and T lived there ontil T was forty, bot as a 5m3|e
mother T needed +o pay for my daog\r\ter s primary @docation and T had & qood Job but
not qood @nough o be able to afford the type of education T wanted for her. Becavse
My parents are British, T'm BPritish so therefore T was able +o qet @ visa for her
and we came to En3|dnd Originally we were in South London in Norbury, bot due to tamily
circomstances T wasn t dble o stay there, so T came op to Borehamwood becavse my
best {riend lived here and she let me sleep on a mattress in her living room with my
three year old ontil T coold qet My own place.

Well the weather was a shock. When T came was December 20, my brother was
meeting vs at the dirport with winter costs. Unfortonately our plane was rather late and

s0 when it arrived at Heathrow it did not have a qdte to qo to and it wads parked on the
tarmac and we had to qo down steps and qet on @ bus to qo to the building. My davghter
had on tights and lots of stoft for her that my mother had qotten in Miami, bot pretty moch
T was Jost in trovsers, shirt - om trovsers a sweater, Jeans and a Jacke{, 4 reaolar
work type jacket that defitely was vot lined or made for England, so T remember being
\Creezinﬁ.

T comparison to when T first moved here? T remember my friends who T was staying
with, who are black. Jamaicans, well 8 black. Jamaican and the hosband is mixed, he is Sri
Lankan and Enghs‘x white En3|tsk but \r\e qew op in Jamaicd and when tkey first moved
to Dorehamwood and were +alking - T ve been here twelve years, so in their case A 's
probably fourteen years Maybe then there were about one or two families and now it's
*:Ortally, totd"y ditferent. 13: s very mixed; it 5 very mixed with everybody NOw SO You see
lots of different races.






























